
What made Tiddalik laugh - a story for younger children – told by Hema 

Acharya. 

Once upon a time stories from Leicester libraries Neighbourhood Services. I‘m Hema 

and the story I’m going to tell you is from down-under, Australia. 

Hey! Once upon a time, far away, when Australia was all dry, just like a desert, well, 

d’you know what happened, why did it become dry? It’s all his fault! His, his, his! Yes 

yours! His fault. And what happened?  

Well, he went off on a hot day to drink up all the water he could find. So, his name’s 

Tiddalik. Hi Tiddalik! 

So, Tiddalik went off, and he went to drink all the water that was in the pond. Drank it 

all up.  

“Oh, that’s not enough! (Rebbit). Need more!” 

So off he went. Well, he found a lake. Off he went and what did he do? You know! 

“Mmm, more, more, more!” 

Stop, stop, that’s right! Now go! Off he went and he saw the river. Of course, he 

drank the river dry! And of course, that was not all; he even drank up the ocean! Now 

it was getting so hot all the birds and all the animals – phew! Just like it’s been hot 

here. It was so hot, what could they do? Not a drop of water! 

“Where’s all the water gone? Tiddalik, Tiddalik’s drunk it!” 

“Tiddalik! Where’s Tiddalik now?” 

[Snores] Yes, exactly, fast asleep! So off they went, and they tried to wake Tiddalik. 

“Tiddalik, Tiddalik wake up!” [snores] “Tiddalik, wake up man! We need water!” 

[Sighs] 

[Snores] He just turned over and went to sleep the other side. 

“Oh no, we’ve got to get that water! Look at his belly! It feels like a big football! What 

can we do?” 

They thought about it… 

“Hey, how about playing some tricks!” 

So, of course, they started to play some tricks. They started to play some games and 

then they started tripping each other over. It made the other animals and birds laugh, 

but Tiddalik? No way! He just turned over the other side and went back to sleep 

[snores].  

“Oh, this is not working! What now? Hmm, I know what!” said all the birds, “How 

about if we did a sing-a-song?” 

“Sing-a-song?” 

“Yeah! We do really good singing! [tweets]” 



“Shh! You’re so noisy!” said all the animals. 

“Yeah, but we do good! Look watch this [sings and flaps]” 

“Shh! You’re too noisy!” 

It made the others laugh, but not Tiddalik. He just turned his head and went to sleep 

again. 

“Oh no! What now? What are we going to do? Ahh! How about telling some jokes?” 

Oh, I bet you’re good at that hey, telling jokes? 

“Umm, OK, here we go … there were two tomatoes walking down the road and one 

crossed over .. why?” 

“Don’t know, don’t know. 

“Well, to ketchup!” 

“That was not funny. That was so silly [laughs]. Very silly.” 

“Oh, it’s not going to work! What we got to do? Why don’t we all get together and 

why don’t we all do something together?” 

So, that’s what they did. Would you believe it, what a racket it caused, oh my my! It 

was loud singing, heavy dancing, hopping, jumping, tripping. Oh my god! It shook the 

earth.  

Not only that, not only that.. down under there was also somebody who was fast 

asleep. I bet you’ve never seen one like this before.. 

A beak like a duck.. feet webbed.. furry head like a seal.. big eyes.. have you heard? 

Have you heard of that? No! He’s called platypus! 

And platypus suddenly thought, “Ah! What’s going on up there? What’s all that 

racket?” So, he dug his way.. and the further he came towards the top the louder it 

got. The louder it got, the quicker he dug. The quicker he dug, the louder it got! The 

louder it got!  

You know what happened don’t you? Well, by now, platypus, you could just see his 

beak sticking out.. 

Ahh! All the animals and birds looked down, apart from you know who. Tiddalik, he 

just turned over and went [snores]. 

“That’s it! What’s all this nonsense! Hah! Can’t we have any peace? My my my my 

my!” 

They all took a deep breath. Daren’t say a word. All they did was [points].  

“So, what’s he done?” 

“He’s drunk up all the water! And it’s so hot, so parched, we’re so thirsty!” 

“Right!” Platypus went up, “Oi you, mister! Wake up! [snores] Wake up man or else 

there’ll be trouble!” 



Well, Tiddalik didn’t. But platypus went up, climbed over Tiddalik, over his mouth, 

and then he said.. “WAKE UP!” 

Tiddalik looked, he did sit up. He didn’t open his mouth. Ut then he looked at 

platypus. He’d never seen a creature like this before. His mouth suddenly went 

[opens a bit], and he went, bit more, bit more, rebbit, rebbit, rebbit, rebbit. And 

suddenly would you believe it, Tiddalik, oh my my, laughed out so loud his mouth 

opened wide [laughs]. 

He was singing away, dancing away, he’d never seen.. 

“Who are you? [laughs]” And the more he laughed the more water gushed out. The 

more water gushed out, well there was fish, there were turtles, you name it! Because 

he’d drunk up everything he could find.  

All the animals were so happy. 

As for platypus, well, he looked, like so, and he said, “You, you disgusting! That’s it!” 

But Tiddalik was laughing so much that every time he laughed he was hiccupping: 

“Hehehe hic, heheheh hic, hehe hic!” And everytime he hiccuped another little frog 

jumped up, and another one, and another one, and another one. Now Tiddalik was 

not the big ginormous frog anymore, there were hundreds of little Tiddaliks. 

And even now, down-under in Australia, when it’s hot, and when there’s no water, 

you’ll hear the sound, ‘rebbit’, ‘rebbit’, ‘rebbit’. 

So, if you’re ever in Australia, keep a look-out for Tiddalik!  

Til next time, make sure you share this story and enjoy it! So, from down-under, bye!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


